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BBC NEWS PUBLICITY -  ELECTION 2015 
 

• 20 interviews placed across national newspapers and magazines 

• 3 comment pieces published from news talent 

• Launched network news programme Victoria Derbyshire  

• 7 interviews on BBC accountability programmes 

• 2 media rooms supporting election television set-pieces 

• Issued transcripts for leader interviews and debates 

• BBC News election publicity appeared in 15 publications: 



779 shares on 

social media   

829 shares on 

social media 

Daily Mail John Humphrys comment  - March 2 

 

“And something has changed in 

Britain - more voters than ever 

are ill at ease, or downright 

disillusioned, with the 

established parties”  

John Humphrys 

BBC PROGRAMMES AND 

PRESENTER PUBLICITY 
 

PANORAMA Circulation 

1,631,117 



“Andrew Neil is currently the 

best political interviewer the 

BBC has got” Radio Times  

DAILY 

POLITICS The Times Daily Politics Debates  - April 13 

“More dirty laundry could be aired in 

the nine-hour long television debates 

starting next Monday on BBC Two that 

will pit other former coalition 

colleagues against one another…”  

The Times 

Circulation 

783,042 

Circulation 

393,826 



Guardian Weekend Magazine  Political Pundits Special Justin 

Webb interview  - April 18 

Circulation 

176,157 

The Times Magazine 

Mishal Husain Q&A - 

April 11 

TODAY 

PROGRAMME  

Over 1,400 

comments 

online 

65 shares 

on social 

media   

Telegraph  

John Humhprys 

Comment  - 

May 2 

Circulation 

393,826 

Circulation 

486,025 



“Victoria Derbyshire’s news, comment and 

interview-led show is a big departure both 

for her and for the BBC.. it is broadcast 

simultaneously on BBC Two and the BBC 

News channel every day. That’s almost 10 

hours of high-visibility broadcasting. 

Derbyshire is suddenly the word made flesh” 

VICTORIA DERBYSHIRE  interviewed about her news programme and career 

Bolton News Weekend - April 18 The Telegraph - April 27 Circulation 

486,025 

“It’s more difficult to get answers from the 

politicians this time... They don’t want to put 

a foot wrong because the polls are so close. 

But it does feel stale. Access is harder.” 



Observer Magazine Cover Story - March 3 

Emily Maitlis, Kirsty Wark, Tina Daheley and Allegra Stratton talk about  life in politics and the election 

Over 1,700 shares 

on social media 

 - Kirsty Wark BBC WOMEN 

POLITICAL 

PRESENTERS 

Circulation 

196,420  

“ 

” 



Sunday Express Magazine –  

3 May 

 

“I imagine David Dimbleby throwing 

questions at me and saying ‘So 

Emily what kind of places would Ed 

Miliband expect to take back at the 

election?’ And I need to have that 

type of information at my 

fingertips…we will be on air for 20 

hours solidly and I will be on screen 

for most of it” 

Glamour Magazine Emily Maitlis ‘Welcome to Politics’ - May 2015 

“A general election is 

still the greatest 

adult mass 

participation event 

we have” 

Circulation 

405,053 

EMILY MAITLIS 

Circulation 

385,365 



Over 200 

shares on 

social media   

Circulation 

352,218 

Evening Standard Magazine Cover - April 30  

Tina Daheley, Kay Burley and Susanna Reid talking about  politics and the election 

“The most common reason 

people don’t vote is that they 

don’t think politics is for them 

– it’s not that they’re too lazy” 

“I knew social media was 

going to be important but 

every single day there’s a 

hashtag related to the 

election” 

Circulation  

1.3 million 

Metro 60 Seconds - May 7  

Tina Daheley talks about life at Newsbeat, young 

voters and election debates 

TINA DAHELEY 



Newswatch with Ian Katz - May 2  

“What have we learned from the series of interviews with party leaders?”   

 

Newswatch with Ric Bailey - April 24  

“Has the BBC’s election campaign coverage of the SNP been disproportionate?”  

 

BBC 4 Feedback with Ric Bailey -  April 24  

“Impartiality during the election campaign” 

 

Newswatch with Sue Inglish - April 17  

“Was this week’s BBC Opposition Leader’s Debate fair to all political parties?”  

 

Newswatch with David Stenhouse (BBC Generation Editor) - April 4  

“How is BBC news trying to appeal to younger voters in its election coverage?”  

 

BBC4 Feedback with Louisa Compton - April 3  

“How Newsbeat is luring young voters” 

 

BBC4 Feedback with Katy Searle - March 27  

“A day in the life of Millbank” 

BBC ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAMMES 

• 7 interviews across 6 weeks 

• Issues discussed: Leaders Debate, Impartiality, Young Voters 

“We had 4.6 million viewers this 

week. I just think you have to say 

that that many people, sitting down 

and watching two hours, and an 

hour and a half, of really thoughtful 

debate over a range of key public 

policy issues, in the run-up to an 

election - I think we should all be 

pleased that we can achieve that.”  

Sun Inglish on Newswatch  



COVERAGE OF ELECTION PROGRAMMES 
 

 BBC ELECTION LEADERS DEBATE 
 Daily Telegraph - April 17 

Guardian - April 17  

 

• 507,886 mentions across 

social media 

 

• The next day: front page 

coverage in The Guardian 

and Daily Telegraph 

 

• Images distributed 

throughout the evening 

appeared in every national 

newspaper the following day 

 



LEADER INTERVIEWS WITH EVAN DAVIS 

Daily Express  - April 16 

Evening Standard - 29 April 

The Spectator -13 April 

The Guardian - April 23 

Politics Home - April 15 

City A.M - April 15 



QUESTION TIME ELECTION LEADERS SPECIAL 
 

 
 
 
 

“The BBC Question Time 

special forced the men 

who would prime 

minister to face the 

electorate at last. The 

studio audience came at 

them like hounds who 

had been caged and 

without food for weeks, 

snarling and ready to 

chew flesh” 

 “The election 

roared into life 

last night as real 

voters finally had 

their say in a high 

octane TV clash 

with the three 

main party 

leaders”                    

Five front pages on 

the following day 



The Times page 10 

The Sun page 2 
• On twitter #bbcqt was used 

more than 275,000 times 

during the programme - 

making it a top worldwide 

trend 

  

“9 out of 10 for David Dimbleby. The 

Veteran broadcaster handled the 

audiences and politicians with flair.  

At his best when he directly asked 

Ed Miliband about any future deals 

with the SNP and got under the skin 

of Nick Clegg. He avoided making 

himself the star of the show, a la 

Jeremy Paxman” – The Times 

The Telegraph page 4 

Tim Montgomery @montie: The 

BBC deserves enormous credit for 

tonight. Each of the party leaders 

have had their weaknesses probed 

very thoroughly #bbcqt  

212 retweets 

QUESTION TIME ELECTION 

LEADERS SPECIAL 



Newsbeat youth survey –  

over 6,000 views on YouTube 

ITV 
The Mirror  

“With four weeks to go until polling 

day, one thing does hearten me. 

People care. Just listen to some of 

the BBC's Generation 2015 voices, 

200 young voters who you'll see and 

hear across everything we do on the 

election. The ones I've spoken to on 

my show have crackled with energy 

and enthusiasm” – Anna Foster 

BBC Radio 5 Live presenter  

Huffington Post 

YOUNGER VOTERS 

Six of BBC Generation 2015 

contributors wrote blogs for 

Huffington Post ‘Young Voices’ 



Cosmopolitan 

 NEWSBEAT 

LEADER 

INTERVIEW WITH 

DAVID CAMERON 



Guardian  Election Set and interview with Sam Woodhouse and Emily Maitlis - May 4 

Guardian “Woodhouse has what he 

calls the Avengers assemble – the 

team of house hold names such as 

Dimbleby, Fiona Bruce and Sophie 

Raworth who only come together 

every five years” 

Independent Media Comment – 

May 4 

ELECTION RESULTS PROGRAMME PLANS 

Circulation 

176,157 

Circulation 

6,383 

Circulation 

59,148 



SWINGOMETER  

The Independent  - April 10 

Sunday Times - 3 May 

“The BBC is set to employ an 

unprecedented four 

swingometers for this year’s 

General Election coverage to 

cope with political permutations” 

Sunday  Post 

The Guardian - April 28 

16 million 

unique 

monthly 

browsers 

The Independent - May 2 

The Sunday Post - May 3 

Circulation 

176,157 

Circulation 

59,148 
Circulation 

182,387 

Circulation 

808,652 

Circulation 

59,148 



POLLING DAY – TV PREVIEWS 
 
 

Guardian TV 

G2 Daily Mirror 

The Times 

Daily Telegraph 

“Reason to watch: 

the BBC always 

does moments of 

history the best” 



The Sun  

The Mirror  

Sunday Telegraph 

Evening Standard 

Sunday Express 



ELECTION RESULTS PROGRAMME 

The Guardian - 11 May 
The Mirror - 9 May  

The Times - May 8 

Independent on Sunday - 

May 10 

BuzzFeed May 8 

The Guardian - May 8 
Huffington Post - May 9 



Most retweeted images from @bbcnewspr 
 
 


