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BBC NEWS PUBLICITY - ELECTION 2015

20 interviews placed across national newspapers and magazines
3 comment pieces published from news talent

Launched network news programme Victoria Derbyshire

7 interviews on BBC accountability programmes

2 media rooms supporting election television set-pieces

Issued transcripts for leader interviews and debates

BBC News election publicity appeared in 15 publications:
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Nate Silver's General Election prediction: Labour faces
wipeout at hands of SNP and Ukip will have just one MP

Nate Silver, the world's most respected pollster, says that the Tories will win the
most seats but no party is likely to have enough MPs to form a majority
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‘Politicians are

frightened of me’

ANDREW NEIL -c:

The man on the margins is finally coming
in from the cold, says Steve Hewlett

NDREW NEIL 18 currently the
best political interviewer the
BBC has got. At least, that’s
the view of almost everyone
Tve spoken to - inside the
wmmuon and out - who

On the Record, went the way of others - pastly

because, it s suggested, Neil was "blackballed”

on account of his politics (he still runs The

Spectator) and associations. Neil eventually got

s break in 2003 with Daily Politics, This

Week and later Sunday Politics. But he still
g s :

point 1o h d; poli-
tics, his obvious ﬁscmmon with and interest
in his subject, the sheer amount of preparation
e does and, critically, his forensic approach.
And, according to the Daily Mail on the morn-
ing we meet at his BBC Millbank studio in
Westminster, so does the Queen! Her Majesty,
apparently, keeps up with the rough and
tumble of the election by tuning in to Neil's
Daity Politica on weekdays BBC2 ~ with a pre-
lunch gin and Dubonnet served at half-time.
“A story t0o good to check,” says Neil, who is
almost frenetically busy. Between the last week
of March and election day on 7 May, and
taking into account his Sunday Politics, This
Week and a string of “mini-debates” running
on BBC2, he reckons he will have presented
65 programmes. But heres the thing - theyre

of the schedule”. Other

references to “ploughing

away ata lonely farrow” and of being “unap-
preciated”, all delivered with self-deprecating
‘200 humour, point to 2n uncomfortable truth
about the way the BBC really feels about Neil.
| As one senior executive described it to me,
“Millbank marginal rather than mainstream’.
But at election time, when politics moves
mainstream, there is a tangible sense that Neil
and his progrmmmes don't.

And there is history here. Back in the early
19905, after Neil’s exit from the Murdoch
empite - where he bad been a pretiy successfal
and high-profile editor of The Sunday Times
it looked as if a sccond career in broadcasting
might beckon. But some in the corporation
outsider with Murdoch

mostly on BBC2 and nearlyall
as Neil puts it jokily but with &
intent, *..on the periphery -

And so it is“hat in spite of rave reviews, Neil
has never been given a chance at the highest-
profile electian roles. And there are many

people - again, inside the BBC and out -~ who
Tk hatat the vy east he shold have been
given the BBC leader interviews, which used &

t be conducted by David Dimbleby, then by
Jeremy Paxman and now by Evan Da
Not to mention
hosting the

“Andrew Neil is currently the

best political interviewer the
BBC has got” Radio Times

PARTY TIME
Hasting the

debates and even the BBCS election-night

ge.
“The man himself, however, couldnt be more
gracious. I would love to have done that. But
there is already someone in position, who is
probably the world’s leading presenter of elee-
tion shows, called Mr Dimblcby, He's been great
at it and does it fantastically well” There’s also
praise for Evan Davis. I have a kind of west of
Scotland head-banging approach.” says Neil,
an is much more sophisticated...” And of his
situation now: “I harbour no further territorial
ambitions.” But you can't help but sense these
are opportunities he wishes had gone his vay:

Y 0T THAT THERE’S any suggestion that
£ Ihl« is holding him back. Tn the midst
& c -ampaign anyone can

nber, Neil's in his element. Here

he s on the Torles: “It's an odd one - a messy
campaign.. in any previous postivar election, if
the Government had the set of economic indica-
tors that this Government has got, which are
unprecedented, all the talk would be of a land-
slide” So why isn't it2 T think the Conservatives
stillface & big problem n big parts of the coun-
try that their brand is toic...they are in danger
of becoming a regional party of the South East”
And how about Labour? “I think the Labo:
rank and file will be pretty pleased with the way
things are going Just now.” But Scotland is a
‘major worry for them. “Whereas it took the

w to the rigl

5o
tered as a guest presenter of Newsniight
1995, Other opportunities,too, including

Circulation
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Tories a generation ~ from
1955, when they were the
biggest party in Scotland, to
1997, when they had no MPs
atall.. Labour might be about
10 achieve that in just six
months... This is a major
phenomenon.”

And Dayid Cameron and
Ed Miliband? “In this election, Mr Cameron
[whom Neil, it was reported, once described as
the first Tory leader since Margaret Thatcher
not to have him “reaching for the sick bag” - he
says this must have been before he signed his
BEC contract! is stronger than the Tory brand
and Labours stronger than the Miliband brand”

And what of the wrangles over the TV election
debates? “Maybe we need a U yle debates
commission to call the shots” he says, “Separate
from the parties and the broadcasters.

Interestingly, in spite of numerous attempts to
book them, neither Caméron not Miliband (nor
George Osborne) has dared to venture into &
one-on-one interview with Neil. Does he take
that personally? “In some ways it's a badge of
pride. One prominent person in the Miliband
campaign said to me only yesterday, ‘None of

“The Conservatives
risk becoming

aregional party
of the bouth Last

them mcludmu my man - will come on
because theyre frightened of you! So that's nice.
It doesn't help the viewer, though

Neil think Paxman's “why is this lying
Iying to me?” approach is the best one?
o, you sec, unlike some interviewers, I love
politics...overall | am not anti-politicians at all.
1 recogise they are more important than me”

Do you ever get genuinely angry with them?

“Yes - when politicians tap-dance around a
question the viewer has every Fight to expect to
be answered”

Atleast on this election night Neil will finally
get a seat at the BEC’ election programme top
table - albeit the one vacated by Paxman - doing
on-the-minute interviews and analysis. And at
6am he'll dash from the studio to College Green
opposite Parliament to begin the process of
unpicking what the result means.

Which, considering where he was at the last
election, in 2010 - aboard the BECs so-called
“Ship of Fools’, bobbing abaut on the Thames
with only intermittent lectricity - must be a
‘move in the right direction?

“I.am not an insider - definitely not... but
1 don't think you could call me an outside

fewlalt presents The Media Show an
<iau 4 30k Racio &

|

“More dirty laundry could be aired in
the nine-hour long television debates
starting next Monday on BBC Two that

will pit other former coalition

The Times

colleagues against one another...’

~ man. Mr Farron, the target

The Times Daily Politics Debates

The

road to NO 10 News

Mini TV

debates

to lay bare secrets

of the co

alition

Francis Elifott Political Editor

The secrets of the outgoing govern-
ment are set to be laid bare a3 former
coalition colleagues turn against one
another in a series of television debates
between Cabinet contenders.

Lib Dem ministers have already
revealed some of the behind-the-
scenes discussions, mcludmg a claim
that a Tory minister
that the rtywns“fortheboses ;

nlrﬁnhon by Dan% Alexand«

whoee dose working relationshi dp
Gearge Osborne was ance hailed as the
gold standard of the ! C0-Opera-
tion, ls part of a wider Liberal Democrat
strategy to differentiate themselves
from the Torles,

More dirty faundry could be aired in
the nine hour-long television debates
starting next y on BBC Twothat
will pit other former coalition col-
leagues against one another, as well as
against representatives from Labour
and two minor parties on each show.

Potential party leadership candi-
dates, including Theresa May, Nicky
Morgan, Yvette Cooper and Andy
Dlml.ham.. will have the chance to

anifestos

I minute 1

par
that cover foreign affairs, health,
defence, the economy and other areas,
Onenotable absence will be Ed Balls,
the shadow chancellor, who pulled out
of a clash with Mr Osborne when the
BBC refused to accept his demand that
he be allowed a head-to-head debate
with his rival for No 1L
Andrew Nedl, who will moderate the
debates, suggested yesterday that the
shadow chancellor was “chicken”. The
format of the Daily Politics election
debates means that the risks for the
politicians are unusually high. After an
opening statement — given in an order
chosen by drawing fots — the
candidates face a grilling from Mr Neil
and the main BBC reporter in the
" Among th
ng those most closely scruti-
nised will be Tim Farron, the Lib Dems
__>newly appointed foraign affairs -
some
internal briefing, was said last month to
be receiving__“Sarah _Palin-stvie”

[ i i filli in his
knowledge.
Other eagerly anticipated moments

will include Michael Fallons first ap-
pearance on a platform with a Labour
politician since he accused Ed Miliband
of bei pwgamdm'mbme country

endiary claim.
e debate on the future of the
health seevice is notable because it fea
tures three pofential candidates to run
for rhezr parties’ leadership after the
election — Jeremy Hunt, Andy Bumn-
ham and Norman Lamb.

A BBC spokesman said that the exact
Dbakance of which minor parties wese in-
vited to the five-way clashes had been
struck with regard to Ofcom rulings on
due prominence during election cam-
paigns. Ukip appear in all but one, the
Greens in seven while the SNP have
heen invited to three.
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Watch: Iain Duncan Smith admits
the Tories haven't "done the work"
on their £12bn welfare cuts plan

‘What happened to hardworking people?

BYMEDIAMOLE | PUBLISHED 53U

o Tweer o2 IR {1+ @EJ a4 5

‘The Tories think they are the party of hardworking people, hardworking

families, workers versus shirkers, strivers versus skivers.

How embarrassing then that their Work and Pensions Secretary, evil suited egg
Tain Duncan Smith, admits his party hasn't “done the work” on their next

round of spending cuts.

For awhile the Conservatives have been dodging the question about where

their projected £12bn of cuts to the welfare bill are going to fall. And
apparently that's because they actually have no idea.

Watch his admission on the BBCs Daily Politics welfare debate here:
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Tristram Hunt: Education Secretaries can
< send their kids private

James Forsyt 3 Folow @igtorsyth -

In the Daily Politics education d
declared that it was a

bate just now on the BBC, Tristram Hunt

ble for an Education Secretary to
il, He

nel—including

7% DailySunday Politics
Private education for education secretaryShildren?

Hunt's remarks are poli rave. Those on the hard left will take issue with

uth Kally, w

atement as they did with was one of the Blair's

education secretaries, when she chose to send her sonto a p school

Hunt also made news with his declaration that he would fire any ‘unqualified

teacher’ who wa 20. Labour and

the Liberal Democrat:

odd, surely what matters is how good a teacher someone is’

qualified o taking a qualification by

1 with Qualified Teacher Status really is quite
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‘Tm a British citizen

What I've learnt

Mishal Hus

ain

The Times Magazine and aMuslimBa
PROGRAMME Mishal Husain Q&A - Poatfin e e L S EE
. S| S Today programme on. 4 since 2013. She lves in work out for Ives.
Ap r|| 11 labels on pe()ple' with her husband. Meekal Hashi, and their three sons. e muzmxmﬁcmmaaﬁnﬁg

to marry, because | married somebody I'd known my

broken are not happy days. I'm still figuring out how to cope | whole life.

‘with a 3am alarm call every day. It not pleasant. I go to Mo man is an island. | value my independence, but I'm also

bed at the same time as my eight-year-old twins and I've conscious that I couldn't do the job I do if my parents

had to stop cycling to work because it’s pitch black outside, | hadn't moved to Britain from Pakistan or if I didn't have

even in the summer. incredible support from my husband.

1don't like Identity is multi I'm a British | There aren't The Olympics was

citizen and I'm a Muslim, but I don't think we should rush | one. It was fun from start to finish. I remember being in

to put labels on people. If we do, we risk secing them the studio, about to go n air for my first show. I looked

through one particular prism. down from my vantage point, in the BBC's blue containers,
to the radio makes you cleverer: | knew [ wanted and saw the Olympic Park fill up for the first time. I felt

to go to Cambridge University from the age of 14 or 15 incredibly privileged tobe part of such a fantastic moment

and someone told me that if [ wanted to get into a for our country.

university like that, then I'd better start listening to the ‘Women need to keop When [ was in my twenties,

Today programme. I set my raio alarm to it. 1 thought that the feminist battle had been won, but as

You can do your kids' hemework anywhere. | regularly do 1 grow older I realise there is still work to do. Even though

maths homework via FaceTime. The last time I did it was | young women today are much more aware of their rights

from a hotel in the Begaa Vallcy in Lebanon. and more vocal about their aspirations, there is still a pay

The simplest questions most revealing answers. #ap and still a glass ceiling.
ke cooking, but | do it with varying degrees of sucosss.
My desert island dish is a really simple dhal with rice.

Guardian Weekend Magazine Political Pundits Special Justin
Webb interview - April 18

What’s more, what makes an
election “majestic”, the Today
JustinWebb programme’s Justin Webb tells me,
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1972, after his wife was attacked in

the press. He said it was snow

el with passion but with grace, there’s Over 1,400

belleved him, and his run for the th' orious about tha » 2

Democratic presidential candidacy Some lng gl % C O m m e n tS

was finished. It’s such a period piece
of foolishness: him for losing the
plot, and America for being more
worried about a man crying than his
wife being traduced.

Waorst on-air moment? Asking, in
astressful moment on TV, whether
David Blunkett could “see and hear™
me. He grinned. T also introduced

a plece on breakfast TV, where the
stage instructions appeared by do\
mistake on screen, including How

online
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VICTORIA DERBYSHIRE interviewed about her news programme and career

Bolton News Weekend - April 18 Circulation The Telegraph - April 27
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“Victoria Derbyshire’s news, comment and
interview-led show is a big departure both
for her and for the BBC.. it is broadcast
simultaneously on BBC Two and the BBC
News channel every day. That’s almost 10
hours of high-visibility broadcasting.

ViCtoria,,s “v Derbyshire is suddenly the word made flesh”
new opportum'ty |

~ The Big Interwew A7

As election day approaches, broadcaster Victoria Derbyshire talks about the challenges
of stepping out of her comfort zone on radio for the front line of digital television news

“It’'s more difficult to get answers from the
politicians this time... They don’t want to put
a foot wrong because the polls are so close.
But it does feel stale. Access is harder.”




Observer Magazine Cover Story - March 3 _
Emily Maitlis, Kirsty Wark, Tina Daheley and Allegra Stratton talk about life in politics and the election

Andy Bell
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The presenters
putting politicians
in the hotseat

An appier life

Over 1,700 shares
on social media

BBC WOMEN
POLITICAL
PRESENTERS

Circulation
196,420

Allegra
Newsnight political editor

Emily Maitlis
BBC News presenter

Kirsty Wark
BBC Newsnight presenter

Tina Daheley
Radio 1 Newsbeat presenter

What

It's up to our audience to decide - at Radio 1 we're launching

T really want to drill down into policy on the economy, Europe
and

The EU, the over-65s, the under-35s. Labour wants to talk about the
NHS, Tories, the economy; I want them to talk about ing
Which topics Interest you personally?

Wages haven't gone up since the mid-2000s. I want to know how
people are going to make a living and which skills they'Tl need.

I could reel off alist - health, defence, welfare - but I think we're in
ife h e ot i Rl

P y's going
we may have a coalition. It's almost up to politicians to set the agenda

y
Wit helps. Douglas Carswell took me to McDonald's after he won his
by-election, so T asked: “What sums up Ukip, a pint or a McFlurry?”
But often the person I'm trying to interview is in the middle of

Which topics interest you
1¢ll sound a bit spoddy, but 've never had a May when I wasn't

ing excited about some sort of polling stat. It a bit like studyi
earthquakes: you become interested in all the layers th it

T think there's a huge responsibility to be tough,
because people are so confused about what might actually happen.
Which topics interest you ?

It's a big step to decide to leave Europe. My father would be horrified
at the idea after what he fought for in the Second World War.

asurvey. The concerns we expect to come up are inequality, the
cost of living, immigration, jobs, zero-hour contracts, free speech.

Which topics interest you personally?
Subjects that aren't really covered elsewhere — things like revenge
porn, self-harm, bullying transgender issues, trust in the police.

" - your audience?
You want 2 one-two - a question that requires a second clarification. |f oy want to engage young people with politics don't use the word
1 asked Mrs Thatcher: “Do you understand why people in Scotland  pglities. On Free Speech [the BBC 3 debate show for young people

a scrum. There are 50 people, and burly

sounl
I forcefully elbow my way in, T won't get the chance to ask anything.

1 have a light shutters-down on personal finance and pensions.
Al in politici very good st calling you hi
Peter Mandelson, George Osborne - although I don't dread them.

Some people think our questions can be more raw. Once Ed Miliband
keptignori hile th ical edi

Wi
The Ed Balls exchange [Maitlis pressed Balls on his inability to

ir big, grand
questions in. Eventually I asked: “What's your biggest regret?” and
the audie 1 was later told ispered: “Bloody

female journalists - they always ask the

recall Bill Thomas, chair of Labour’s small business
taskforce]. Some people say he had a memory blank, others say it
was the moment Labour lost the election.

What's the most out of your depth you've feit?
I broke some housing news and an MP questioned my source. Jeremy
[Paxman] said: “Ifi’s wrong we'll sack her” Actually T was correct. ke

Pretend-informal. They come in their shirt sleeves, all chummy;, but
when their special adviser has been ringing you six times in the hour
before, you're thinking: “You're not that cool.” ueGan comner

THE OBSERVER 115 0315| MAGAZINE 1

find you so 1f the answer is yes, then why the hellare hat Daheley co-hosts] we ask: what are the issues that matter to
you patronising them? If it's no, then why don't you understand them? you, what do you care about? Also, engage them in conversation in
What' you' the places they hang out, like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram.
1did an interview with Andy Burnham where twice he went: “Don’t What is your reaction to voter apathy, Russell Brand-style?
interrupt me!” and I hadn't - I was just sitting looking incredulous.  Look at the Scottish referendum: voter registration was 97%. Young
How can politics become more diverse? people do care, they just think that politicians don't care about them.
It's about time we had a female chancellor. Rachel i ly We also need to make it easier. Online voting should be the next step.
clever, sois Justine Greening. You want to see them get the top jobs. Do

style? Ifitis, that's a positive thing. But politics needs simplifying - the
‘We should involve under-18s in debates. You canmarryand have  processes to do with Parliament, the Our listeners think

* ababyat 16 but not vote. What responsibility does that foster? k¢ > PMQs is ridiculous: grown men acting like children and shouting. e/

THE OB THEOBSERVER | 150315 | MAGAZINE 21

& éWhat are the main issues you'll be grilling politicians on this year?

I really want to drill down into policy on the economy, Europe
and immigration. I think there’s a huge responsibility to be tough,
because people are so confused about what might actually happen.”’

- Kirsty Wark



Romilly Weeks, 42, is Political
Correspondent for ITV News.

She says: “Coming back to work after having
chikdren, it takes 3 while to find your feet again.
It was also & good moment to have a pause and
think about where | wanted 1o go with my career,
1 had been a general news reporter and aiso royal
comespondent, but it was pretty clear 1o me that
Westminster wes the place whers the most
interesting paths were leading, It is @ complete
contrast to doing the oyl job because you

7 are actually getting to speak to the people

§§ you are talking about on a reguar basis so

1 lobbied to enter the political sphere and

3«0&1 up at Westminster.

There can be a tendency for Westminster
ﬁ?mwmmraMmmwmmm
23 especially witn Twitter and other social media.
_Za\ But the important thing I to step back and think

£l
WELCOME TO

OLITICS ¥

Think its all dull speeches anc. empty
promis: Think again, sgys Emily Maitlis,
qeoa nat happens in Westminster affects
every part of our lives. Here g1e and
11 more opinion makers, including our
# political leaders, explain why

o know there’s 2 general eection
‘coming, but when you thik o it,
{his wave of apathy washes over
you. There's 2 nagging feirg you
sheute get

imalved, but another

voice s sayirg, What's the point? When

you thik of poltcs, al that comes to mind

iy ks g, piig

1hings you know they won't el

g o cn s g sy,
7 titis,

five minutes of yous tme.
trymg to make you e | am. fm ot
suggesting you get zn it-high map of the UK w
colours up nto potical partes, or suggesting

o the 4P v of Srcg My (ot post-
Newsnight groen-room drinking geme). | am whet

they techrically ferm °a <o g, But forget for one
minute the grey suts - fot's ook at the issues.

ELECTION 2015

made that crss in a box. That's more
than the rumber of aduts who waiched
the ropal wedding, or the Olympic:
‘opening ceremony in 2012 - 50 don't
tell me that demacracy & dead.

Ut le's get back 1o the gey.
suits. | constantiy hear that
‘poticans are al the samme”
Reaty? Bors Johnson 31
George Gatonzy? Nigel Farage:
and Caroline Lucas? Diane Aboast and Zac Gokismith?

characterful. Do me a favour - cut thrcugh the bormg
b Hl you fid someone who makes sense to you.

| find myselt corming to the defence of poiticiens
because I just s0 graeful | con't haue 10 00 whet.

Last year, the in
Scatiand nearly spelled the end o the UK. Then
there's the question of whether you think it worth
spending £100billen - aimet the size of the entre
NHS budget — rereaing our nuciear defance option,
“Trdend. Where you stand on this
couid heip you decide who to ete for
 the Conservatives want &, the Green
Party, SNP and Pai Cyrmr don't
Closer to homa, there’s the ssue
of bedroom tax — if youre in councl
sccormodslion and have 3 spare
00, your housing benefit i reduced.

The Tories ntroduced %, Labour weuld 8, COUnLTY Y ‘(;3“ be dull f you find the right fempo for you.
et rc f i Thes are actual polcies My rend recently tid me about hes
. e SOUId D e o v
asiad her f she wantea retary~_

What's going fo happen to care for the elderly as more.
and more peopie entr that age bracke:? Are we going
to alow science 1o revlutonise the way we cure.
ooasest Ao s, erequsirs of ety
with

how do you thk we 570Uk be i
Soters o the gt O cronest O ey

here ot home for al he young peapie Who WAt ® join
shadist fighters in Syria? Do you wart the govwrnment
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Circulation
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they keep on haning 10 i s how g'awul
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or 8 nurse — because those were the cbs that women
G back then. In the 19605, she tried to buy a house
o her own and was aughed out of the berk In the
19705, she went 1o her doctor to ssk for 3 contracestive
coil. He sent her homma to et her husbend's written
permision, Her Husband's Writien Perission. D0 you
ik these things would ever have changsd if women
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Emily Maitlis, 44, is the 2015
Election Presenter for the BBC.

She says: “Down went the Christmas tree and up
went an 8ft-high map of Britain on my STUNg reom
wall. It sits there looking at me, and it is coloured
up in party colours and | just @ and stare at it. |
imagine David Dimbleby throwing questions at me
and saying: ‘So, Emily, what kind of places would
Ed Milibend expect to take back at the election?”
And | need to get to the point where | will have that
Kind of information at my fingertios.

On election nignt [tseit, | will have access to the
biggest touch screen in the world. It wil work in
differant modes, 50 it can produce enit poll results
within s6concs of the polls closing and we will be
able to analyse that down Into constituences and
ais0 be able 10 look into regional and
party patiems. It wil look at the
share of the vote as well as
seats and we wil have
this 3D element to it,
which | am excited

Sunday Express Magazine —

1 remember at tha last election, one person said
10 me that the TV debates will change evenything
and one said the TV debates wil change nothing,
and they were both rght. What was amazing about
that is that everyone remembers the Gillian Duffy
moment in Rochdale, and yet nobody remembers
that she still voted Labour and the seat still went
Labour. And the Liberal Democrats, for all of the
Clegg manis, lost seats despite increasing their
share of thes vote, Nobody remembers that. The
thing 1o remember is that the electorate are smart
and they don't g0 arcund thinking, ‘Och, Milibsnd
has got two kitchens, | am not voting for him." The
olectorate has its own mind and goes with a gut
response ~ it is usually to do with basic things
right on thedr doorstep, such as which candidate
they like personally.

On polling day itself, before Zoing to the studio,

| will take my children to the polling station with

me. They have to understand If | am not
around what | am doing and that is why

Tl RaVa . vem rotsroa. s e is avays

that map hanging on the wall to

vt Yelenlouliedoaded

e bIggest touch
hours solicy and | SCfeen /'n 3

will be on screen for

e s I

up the energy and keep

our coverage fresh, but the

good news about an election is

that the story is constantly moving and it
never gets old. After all, it is not one
election; it is 650 races and some of the
best races wik be right &t the end. In the
oid days, there used to be more counts
happening on the night of the election.
Those declarations at four and five in the
moming are & gift but it Is the results that
come in at 5pm the next day that do your
head in. But they are a going 1o count
this year and 50 every seat declared is
going to be exciting. There are moments
when you get so encited about a particuiar
seat and then two hours later you can't
even remember what happened.

Itis easy 1o be open-minded sbout this
election because there is no fear in saying,
‘I don't know what is going to happen.” No
ane knows how It wil play out, and
that is actually really helpful for us as
broadcasters bacause there is nathing
worse than sn election that is talked about
s a foregone conclsion. You need that
adrenaline 1o keep you going, and this one
Is vagke open — whatever happens wal be
extraordinary. There is no precedent. S0
we are in this sliuation where something
momentous is going to happen. It is just
a question of what.

“A general election is
still the greatest

adult mass

participation event

we have”

idnt get ewolved with pot
Nick Clegg,the L Dem leacer, sai tht not viing
is e gong o Nanct nd ettirg someans else order

o run moce of our
have 3 bigger safely net o support i the welfare state
hat pays out pensions, benefts and free hot hunches?

foryou ¥
gven, He has 2 point the next election is wide oper.
W' 1 stumped for a forecast. The outcome wit

who shows up. | happen 10 ove my

Butreally it's

Nendo's ehil,

ot Jei b

suspect you do), then mske
voie. >

il the greatest adult
mass particpetion event we nave. Last tme around,
i 2010, the popuation)

that ¥ i and

Hustration by Ciara Phelan

Glamour Magazine Emily Maitlis ‘Welcome to Politics’ - May 2015

“l imagine David Dimbleby throwing
questions at me and saying ‘So
Emily what kind of places would Ed
Miliband expect to take back at the
election?’ And | need to have that
type of information at my

fingertips...we will be on air for 20
hours solidly and | will be on screen
for most of it”

EMILY MAITLIS




Evening Standard Magazine Cover - April 30
Tina Daheley, Kay Burley and Susanna Reid talking about politics and the election

CAN YOU HACK IT Metro 60 Seconds - May 7

Pol ; < Tina Daheley talks about life at Newsbeat, young
WHATIS NICK GlEGG ) 3

voters and election debates

[E) memo Thursday, May 7, 2015

ALLFRIGHT ON TMEIIIGIII ] M nmything surprised you
The election pl e e

TINA DAHELEY
The 33-year-old presents
Radio 1's Newsbeat and BBC3
political show Free Speech.
She's also been presenting
leader election debate shows
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shares on “The most common reason o =
social media people don’t vote is that they

don’t think politics is for them

— it’s not that they’re too lazy” TINA DAHELEY




BBC ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAMMES

7 interviews across 6 weeks

* Issues discussed: Leaders Debate, Impartiality, Young Voters

Newswatch with lan Katz - May 2
“What have we learned from the series of interviews with party leaders?”

Newswatch with Ric Bailey - April 24
“Has the BBC’s election campaign coverage of the SNP been disproportionate?”

BBC 4 Feedback with Ric Bailey - April 24
“Impartiality during the election campaign”

Newswatch with Sue Inglish - April 17

“Was this week’s BBC Opposition Leader’s Debate fair to all political parties?’\ij/

Newswatch with David Stenhouse (BBC Generation Editor) - April 4
“How is BBC news trying to appeal to younger voters in its election coverage?”

BBC4 Feedback with Louisa Compton - April 3
“‘How Newsbeat is luring young voters”

BBC4 Feedback with Katy Searle - March 27
“A day in the life of Millbank”

“We had 4.6 million viewers this
week. | just think you have to say
that that many people, sitting down
and watching two hours, and an
hour and a half, of really thoughtful
debate over a range of key public
policy issues, in the run-up to an
election - I think we should all be
pleased that we can achieve that.”
Sun Inglish on Newswatch




COVERAGE OF ELECTION PROGRAMMES

Guardian - April 17

BBC ELECTION LEADERS DEBATE

Daily Telegraph - April 17
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LEADER INTERVIEWS WITH EVAN DAVIS

Politics

Daily Express - April 16

PM: I'll fail
without a
majority

By Macer Hall
Political Editor

DAVID Cameron last
night admitted that he
would feel a failure if his
party does not win a
majority at the General
Election.

In a candid BBC One
interview, the Prime
Minister accepted that a
second hung parliament
next month would be a
major disappointment
for him and his party.

“We are only 23 seats
short and ifI fall short of
those 23 seats I will feel
I have not succeeded,”
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Cameron is determined

Leaders' interviews: David Cameron faces down
accusation that Tories are party of the rich

ll in Lw | ¢ ] o] =

City A.M - April 15

Politics Home - April 15

A BRIGHTER,
MORE SECURE
FUTURE

Q Prime Minister I'd like to start by asking how many marks out of ten would you give yourself for
your record so far as prime minister?

A1 don't think any prime minister should mark their own homework. We've taken that out of
schools and we | don't think we should have it in politics either. Look, what I've tried to do, leading
the first coalition government for 70 years, is effectively to turn the fortunes of the country and to
turn the economy round. And two millon more people in work, 750,000 more businesses
operating in Britain, growing faster than the other major westem countries. | think that's a strong
record. But it's afoundation on which | want to build for the next five years.

The Guardian - April 23
theguardian
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Evening Standard - 29 April

Miliband must beware
being merely a pawn
in Salmond’s game

The Labour leader can see off the SNP if he gets voters to
believe he can be a Prime Minister, not just a Tory hater

Matthew
dAncona

HE model for our electoral
ipolitics is primarily athletic,
rather than military. T
explain: what countsin
constituency race is which
candidate gets to the finishing line first,
not who can amass the largest force to
crush his enemies.

This “first past the post” principle
permeatesthe restofthe system, which
is why Nick Clegg haslong argued that,
in the event of a hung parliament, his
party is obliged both by common sense
and ethically to negotiate first with the
leader who has won most inion
polls suggest that the electorate sup
ports this working assumption.

The trouble is that it is no more than
aworking assumption: fair, sensible and
po[mlurbm nowhere enacted i mshmm
ically, whoever cc a

majority in the House of Commons after

May 7," she told Davis, “we should band
together to stop David Cameron getting
back into Downing Street.”

A similar principle underpinned the
Lib-Lab pact of 1977-78 and the negotia-
tions between Tony Blair and Paddy
Ashdown before and after the 1997 elec-
tion. The division of the Left-of-Centre
into two or more parties had served the
Tories well, especially in the Eighties.

Roy Jenkins, in particular, encouraged
Blairand Ashdown in their confidential
plan to bring Lib-Dems into the New
Labour Cabinet witha view to eventual
merger: astrategy code-named “TFM”
for “The Full Monty

Needless to say, the Monty, full or
pnnml wasnotachieved. But the dream
parliamentary alliance to keep the
TOI ies out of office has re-emerged in
Sturgeon’s open offer to Ed Miliband.

What makes her strategy so remark-
able is its brazen ambition. She seeks
not only to co-operate with Miliband
but to educate his party, which she

scomsas “Tory-lite”. Her explicit objec-
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minster's diffic
Scotland's opportuni
The adoption of fi
muus, Salmond continues, “gre
the potential puucrufmmur
. That power should
be deployed to turn back the tide of
austerity, reject Trident, ditch the EU
referendum, enforce the Living Wage,
and much else.

Indeed, he sees this prospective use
of minority-party leverage as only one
instance of a pan- European movement.

“There " he
writes, “across many European coun-
tries that there is a need to seize back
the aspiration of a social Europe which
wassucha po\\'crful visionin the Eight-
ies and Nineties.” Well, maybe there is.
But - putting it mildly - it'sa stretch to
argue that this “vision” is the animating
force in the 2015 general election.

Yet having failed (for the moment) to
win the battle for independence in Scot-
tavidada miwsili

Q

o

MOITREAD

The Spectator -13 April




QUESTION TIME ELECTION LEADERS SPECIAL
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Audience roasts party leaders in stormy TV debate

THE NIGHT REAL
VOTERS FINALLY
HAD THEIR SAY
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BRITAIN'S FIRST AND ONLY CONCISE QUALITV NEWSPAPER

Newspaper of the Year 2015

*®'he concept of a concise, quality briefing at a great value price
is obviously what a lot of readers want. Add to that
great desun and photography and it’sgot to be a winner *®
“citation - the News Awards

Five front pages on
the following day

“The election
roared into life
last night as real
voters finally had
their say in a high
octane TV clash
with the three
main party
leaders”

“The BBC Question Time
special forced the men
who would prime
minister to face the
electorate at last. The
studio audience came at
them like hounds who
had been caged and
without food for weeks,
snarling and ready to
chew flesh”

ELECTION 2015

Miliband promises voters he will
refuse any pact with Sturgeon to prop
up aminority Labour government

Cameron wins highest public approval
-asleadersclash withaudiencein
final TV contest before vote

will bring the

fires of hell upon
your family!
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telegrophecoak

Mlllbandrm
stumbles
over his

An audience

that smelled
blood and
went for it

Mﬂlband hardens hlS ]me ;
Twill not do deal with SNP

Snap Guardian/
ICM poll taken
minutes after

BBC Question
TN ial

®Cameron44% i

® Milil 38%
® Clegg19%

LU =

savaged for
‘lies’ over
spending
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Cameron promises to protect child benefit in final TV clash LEADERS SPECIAL
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mayor wins
support of
union chief

“9 out of 10 for David Dimbleby. The
Veteran broadcaster handled the
audiences and politicians with flair.
At his best when he directly asked
Ed Miliband about any future deals
with the SNP and got under the skin
of Nick Clegg. He avoided making
himself the star of the show, ala
Jeremy Paxman” — The Times

Dave breaks sweat NICk takes a twirl and
Ed exits with a mini

Miliband accused of telling SEhe
Ilesmr partyb spendlng spin room |

e 4 b

On twitter #bbcgt was used
more than 275,000 times
during the programme -
making it a top worldwide
trend

Tim Montgomery @montie: The
BBC deserves enormous credit for
tonight. Each of the party leaders
have had their weaknesses probed
very thoroughly #bbcqt

212 retweets
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securing overall majority

12 March 2015 at 218am

A quarter of young people say they
will definitely vote at the General
Election poll finds
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Helping a First Time Voter Make Sense of The Election
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B33

‘T trying to decids who to vote for" confided my 16-vear-0ld e at the weehend,
Delighted,  prepared to dispense wordz of advice fiting for am auntie who zpende her
workdays immersed in news and poliics,

Conservatives win General Electii

YOUNGER VOTERS

Newsbeat youth survey —
over 6,000 views on YouTube

ahead of the
General Election

£ Election 2015: Key findings from our massive survey | Radio 1 Newsbeat
BBC Newsbeat

= - 8,247

“With four weeks to go until polling
day, one thing does hearten me.
People care. Just listen to some of
the BBC's Generation 2015 voices,
200 young voters who you'll see and
~ hear across everything we do on the
\ election. The ones I've spoken to on
. my show have crackled with energy
and enthusiasm” — Anna Foster
BBC Radio 5 Live presenter

The Mirror

Nigel Farage would make a bad PM say young people
but they WOULD go for a drink with him

12 March 2015 &, Sophie Warr 1 g
| Underwritien by U Insurance Limad
How do British 18-24 year-olds feel about the upcoming General Election? Who will
they vote for? ComRes found out n nec
ey O O v @

" e
i =

* Recommended In News

GENERAL ELECTION
wn wn

Electior

Nigel Farage would be great to go for a beer with, not 5o
young people

according to

YOUNG VOICES

Mary Hassan Becamea L]
{“ Maly Hassan 5.3 55T GeneEion 2015 coMTBuir
#InMyShoes. What's the Difference Between Being Gay
and Being Left-handed in Northern Ireland?

Joanna Freeman . s«oreas ¥y
Joama Freman ks 3 55C Ganeration 2015 contibutar.

#InMyShoes - Has This Election Become a Big Joke?

. Victoria Poole Became a fan W o
Viciria Pooke ks aB55C Generaton 2015 contribulor.
#InMyShoes: Your Voice, Your Choice

Six of BBC Generation 2015
contributors wrote blogs for
Huffington Post ‘Young Voices’
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News-  Politics

[  News . UK News . David Cameron

David Cameron gets angry with teenagers in
disastrous Radio 1 interview

45 -6M SHARES
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Listen to David Cameron get savaged
by young people in BBC Radio
Tinterview

12 DES

The week in radio: David Cameron in the
Live Lounge; PJ O'Rourke on the UK

Campaign Trail

David Cameron held his ground with young voters, while P ORourke offered a
‘confused’ American’s view of the election

Rt

1043, 23 April 2015 By Ben Glaze . Mikey Smith

HAWES & CUR

tatchy Tory Leader forgot how much the Living wage was and refused to rule out

eal with the DUP over their position on gay rights

EB o oo

Miranda Sawyer

SHoP Now

* Recommended In New

Pure evil
B willnitor

o §

David Cameron seemed tetchy and irritable during a disastrous interview on Radio 1
a5t night when he was quizzed by teenage listeners.

The Telegraph

Home Video N®WS world Sport Finance Comment Culture Travel Life Wome|

Politics [T ) Investigations = Obits Education  Science = Earth = Weather | He

David Cameron gets in a flap over tampon tax and the living wage
during Radio 1 interview Cosmopolitan

He basically got SCHOOLED by the listeners

HOME » NEWS » GENERAL ELECTION 2015
Listen to David Cameron's hostile Radio 1 interview

Prime Minister faces toughest grilling of campaign from highly critical
audience of young people in Radio 1's Live Lounge

0 0- ® O O» O NEWSBEAT

LEADER
INTERVIEW WITH
DAVID CAMERON

388

Shares

MOST READ

£ Miliband takes the Cosmo David Cameron was interviewed at BBC Radio 1 this week by a group of
iz listeners and Newsbeat's Chris Smith, in what sounds like one of the most

=

gruelling grilling’s since the start of the election campaign.

Visit Costa Rica on a dream cruise

The Thomson Cruises Pride of Panama itinerary calls ata Sponsored by Thomson
host of exotic destinations, including Costa Rica, Panama Cruises

and Colombia

By Emily Gosden, video source BBC Radio One
x 7:11PM BST 22 Apr 2015
W Follow || 7,986 followers

The BBC has been accused of launching a left-wing ambush on David




Guardian Election Set and interview with Sam Woodhouse and Emily Maitlis - May 4
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mmwummw‘m = Vi ewe rs y VOte It's a historic occasion in one more way: this is the first

time since 1959 that BBC election night has not come
from TV Centre. At Elstree, a gallery previously used for

ELECTION RESULTS PROGRAMME PLANS| 6,383

Circulation

East Enders Live has been kitted out to accommodate up
to 120 live feeds, covering about 230 live declarations.
Around 20 BBC OBs will also be delivered via IP. The
technology, already trialled during last May's local
elections, promises to excise the cost of satellite and

crew by enabling remote operation.



SWINGOMETER

The Guardian - April 28
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The BBC renews its swingometer to
cope with an unpredictable election

Celebrating the 6oth birthday of the election swingometer, the BBC's latest
incarnation involves four of them imposed onto a virtual Big Ben during a
complex election day
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“The BBC is set to employ an
unprecedented four
swingometers for this year’s
General Election coverage to
cope with political permutations”
Sunday Post
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Sunday Times - 3 May
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Swingometer faces its toughest

test yet

mya Burgess and Sian Griffiths Published: 2 Msy 2015

After over 50 yeal

it's farewell to the swingometer

It's been a familiar feature of almost every election since 1955, but there are fears that
the swingometer may not be able to cope with the complexity of this week's poll.
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The BBC Election Swingometer
Through The Ages

And the rest of the BBC's election coverage, but we know what really matters.

"1 Patrick Smith
" BuzzFeed News Reporter

N 70 T [N N L

The BBC's studio for covering the general election is
as fancy as you'd expect.

It's even set up a huge map of the UK outside
Broadcasting House showing all the constituencies.




POLLING DAY — TV PREVIEWS

Guardian TV

Thursday 7 Television

Pick of the day

Election 2015

9.55pm, LITV, Sky News

As youm Xpect, our nation's
broadcasters are out in force on

this most finely poised of election
nights. BBC1 has that stoical veteran
David Dimbleby in the presenter's
chair, flanked by Fiona Bruce, Nick
Robinson and, on his futuristic holo-
deck, Jeremy Vine. Over on ITV, Tom
Bradby Is handed hosting duties with
contributions from Julie Etchingham,
while Sky's pompously titled Decision
Time sees Adam Boulton, Faisal Islam
and Michael Thrasher in the studio,
with Kay Burley reporting from

The Times

Election night ¢

survival

SKY NEWS
When? 9pm - Sam

Who? Adam Boulton,
Faisal Iskam and polling
expert Michael Thrasher
will lead Decision Time
coverage from Sky's
election studio. Kay

Burley, Anna Botting
Jeremy Thompson and
‘Andrew Wilson will be live
from David Cameron, Nick
Clegg, and Ed Miliband’s
seats and Nigel Farage’s
desired seat. Dermot
Murnaghan takes over

CHANNEL 4
When? 9pm - 6am

Who? For an Akernative
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Daily Telegraph
“Reason to watch:
the BBC always
does moments of
history the best”

G2

Election 2015

9.55pm, BBCI, ITV, Sky
News

As you might expect, our
nation’s broadcasters are out
in force on this most finely
poised of election nights,
BBC1 has David Dimbleby

in the presenter’s chair,
flanked by Fiona Bruce,
Nick Robinson and, on his
futuristic holo-deck, Jeremy

Faisal Islam and Michael
Thrasher in the studio, with
Kay Burley reporting from

Daily Mirror

We love

“BESTTV
Polls Apart

Undecided about where to get your
General Election fix? Let us help you
decide which TV show to vote for...

THE VOTE

Thur More 4 8.25pm

This play, starring

Catherine Tate (right) is -
setin a polling station Y,
during tho final 80 minutes

Vine. On ITV, Tom Bradby is )

handed hosting duties with §

contributions from Julie F4
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Etchingham, while Sky’s PR (o Cierentsant on
pompously titled Decision ol s
Time sees Adam Boulton, E EaEL8g Ml Qoainy
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David Cameron’s seat in
Witney. Gwilym Mumford

of an election. It will be broadcast
live from London's Donmar Theatre
to coincide with the polis closing.
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El!ﬁ 10N 2015 9.55PM BBCI AND [TV

It’s expected to be the most closely-
fought election in generations, but by
the end of tonight’s coverage we should
know who is leading the country for the
next five years. As the votes are counted,
the BBC and ITV's experts are on hand
to guide you through the results.

The BBC has David Dimbleby at the
helm, Fiona Bruce in Sunderland to see
the first seats announced, and Andrew
Neil to grill political heavyweights in

y Iy here wi/”
the result. No ony
Igea”,

L sets tonight.

 9pm-6am, Alternaty
efection night hasted by Jeremy
Palmm Bﬂd Davbd Mitchell

Decision
llmt nmﬂb‘rmﬁoullm
Radio 5 Live: from 950pm, 22

the election centre. While over on ITV,
Tom Bradby (left) is chairing the
coverage as Julie Etchingham (right)
makes sense of the data with graphics.
Will David Cameron or Ed Miliband
gain an overall majority in the House of
Commons? Will they need a coalition
government, or will we face a second
election later in the year? What we
can predict is excitable presenters
and some very nervous politicians.

Evening Standard

The Mirror Bac

Sy

HOW IT WILI

o

| .-::, 4 BBC: David Dimbie

| = Start time: 9.55pm

, Finish time: 6am
Host: David Dimbleby

by leads the coverage

o3 " BBC's bringing all the old familiars for its General Election coverage - David Dimbleby
4 ts:'ﬂ has the re: th support from the likes of Fiona Bruce, Jeremy Vine, Emil:
| Con and Nick Robi . For all die-hard Dimble-fans, BBC is certail
i \ last time hosting election night coverage after 36 years of doing it, so he know:
0 \ how to handle the onslaught of information.
. | Overa
& 0 onservative Verdict: Familiar, reliable, steady hands
o Overa

—

Sunday Telegraph grlel

Tv CIIOICE 6 May 2015 Lss .
Sophie Raworth puzzles itout

™

Election 2015: David Dimbleby
anchors the coverage for the BBC

Watchdog at 30

BBC ONE, 8.00PM

The m‘s consumer affairs
mainstay has campaigned against
rogue traders and shoddy customer
service for three decades. Tonight's
celebratory documentary features
satisfied customers and presenters
past and present singing its praises.
Vicki Power

A giant map of the UK outside NBH's piazza will be presided over by
Sophie Raworth as part of the BEC's coverage of the general election.

Sunday Express

Friday ways
augﬁiclm Time Election Special

And let the analysis begin. As coalition deals are hammered out behind
closed doors, Question Time ~ bumped from its usual Thursday night slot
by the election itsell — will no doubt be predicting outcomes and picking
over the bones of last night's events. That hard-working Mr Dimbleby is
back in the hot seat with a panel ready to give their twopenny’s worth.
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The Mirror - 9 May  night, you can't
beat the BBC
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The Guardian - 11 May

- BBC wins the crowds as broadcasters
navigate an unpredictable election night

Resuits night Jets the BEC
prowe why it exists - and
Jeaves rivals cutgunned
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It's had 10 be “recalibrated”.

38.5% share, from 9.55pm on Thursday.

Lo T S But Dimbleby, 76, did lose his cool at

w57 ENTERTAINMENT i theguardian PATE N

UNITED KINGDOM
David Dimbleby Wins Election Coverage Ratings For

BBC, Jeremy Paxman On Channel 4 Beats ITV . X
S A BBCl1 tops TV election coverage with 4.3

million viewers as Dimbleby bows out
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Hats off to Ashdown for stealing the show
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David Dimbleby’s 4am tantrum did nothing to prevent his triumph for the BBC in the
battle for election coverage ratings - in fact, it may have helped.

Dimbleby, in his final outing as the anchorman for the BBC's overnight coverage,

helped secure four million viewers - a 38.5% share, almost double that of his nearest
rival, which was... not ITV.

Find out more here»

egnmity

domoe
feel better
Tt longer

Maost popular

BTTV

Blg entertalnme Gk‘l SMMILH!' le(!
iewers for David

rnative” night of coverage beat 11V
Find GUUMORE which sufferad the br dumng aquivalent of almast losing its deposit.

Tiny prices.

If you nceded that extra little inceative to see this one right the way
through, Paddy Ashdown provid 1f this exit poll is right,” he
told Andrew Ned on the BBC, “Twill puhLd\ eat my hat on your
programmea.” And if yon'ra not mtarestad in sasing that, then you are
not really interested in politics.
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Most retweeted images from @bbcnewspr

m BBC News Press Team @EECNewsPR - Apr 13
BBC debate line up: Ed Mlllband, Leanne Wood, Natalie Bennett, Nicola

Sturgeon & Nigel Farage bbc.in/11XdIbt

A BBC News Press Team @BBCNewsPR - May 8
The map on BBC piazza with @sophieraworth at 6.30am, showing
political power balance changing across the UK #GE2015
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A BBC News Press Team @BBCNewsPR - Apr 16
The stage is set...now all we need is David Dimbleby, 5 party leaders and o
an audiencel #BBCDebate #Gen2015 L e IRt el oM ©
Tomorrow @sophieraworth wnl be at BBC NBH on map of the UK which

shows constituency results as they come in #GE2015
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